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Cover: J.D. Crowe, photo by Michael Brantley

It’s hard to overstate the importance 
of J.D. Crowe to bluegrass, and bluegrass 
banjo. David Jakubiak recently caught a 
performance of J.D. and the New South, 
and had these observations: 

“This past March I had the pleasure 
of seeing J.D. Crowe perform with his 
band in Stuart, Florida. Prior to the show, 
I researched my archives of earlier BNLs 
on Crowe. While J.D.’s appearance, at age 
72, has changed, his music remains as tight 

and energetic as ever. While performing 
50-52 shows a year, JD Crowe hasn’t lost a 
step. He still drives a bluegrass band with 
passion, and when you see him playing 
songs like Scruggs’ Flint Hill Special 
or Old Home Place, you recognize that 
you have truly seen one of the best in the 
business. After the performance I had the 
opportunity to ask him a few questions. 
In particular, I wanted to know how he 
has managed to maintain a band which 
consists of not only outstanding performers 
but also impeccable vocalists. The sound 
of the New South is refreshing similar 
to some of his earliest work. Yet, former 
band members such as Tony Rice, Ricky 
Skaggs and Jerry Douglas are obviously 
no longer part of the group.  J.D. explained 
that while he gets frustrated losing talented 
musicians, he carefully maintains contact 
with potential replacements via phone 
lists and recommendations from others.  
As he stated, “You really can’t have a 
great bluegrass band without excellent 
vocalists.”  With J.D. Crowe and the New 
South, you have both. With J.D.’s eye for 
talent, this group performed flawlessly.”

This month we feature the tab for J’s 
Tune, which has been one of my favorite 
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banjo instrumentals of the past ten years. 
Also noteworthy is Zack Deming’s Movin’ 
On, an equally catchy banjo tune I urge you 
to listen to and try picking. 

 After 14 years with Ricky Skaggs and 
Kentucky Thunder, Jim Mills is leaving the 
band. Jim’s driving banjo was a hallmark 
of the group’s sound. “I’ve just come to 
the decision that it is time to move on,” 
he said recently, “and I’m looking forward 
to whatever opportunities may present 
themselves. Of course I’ll be focusing more 
on my banjo business.” Jim Mills Banjo 
Inc. is engaged in the buying and selling of 
prewar banjos and memorabilia.

Mrs. Gill Sands sent in this photo of 
her Victorian-era Tunbridge ware banjo 
(see page 4).  “After Joe Sweeney arrived 
at Liverpool in 1842 and played there for a 
month, he started a craze for the instrument 
that appealed to all sectors of society,” 
writes Mrs. Sands. “It became fashionable 
to buy a banjo. As in the U.S., banjos were 
still hand made and came in all shapes and 
sizes, with 5, 6, 7 and even 12 strings, and 
with one or more drone strings, sometimes 
on both sides of the neck. Some were fairly 
crude but others had an amazing amount of 
work put into them, none more so than 


